Willie Marie Buffington
October 10, 1927 - January 5, 2021

Willie Marie Buffington, 93, of Smoky Springs Retirement Community in Gainesville,
passed away Tuesday, January 5, 2021, at Northeast Georgia Medical Center after
suffering a heart attack while being treated for other issues.
Marie was born on October 10, 1927, in Marble Hill, Georgia to Henry Marion and Julia
Ann Ingram Weaver. She and her siblings Walter, Wilda, and Floyd grew up in nearby
Tate, Georgia where Henry worked at Georgia Marble Company. In high school, she met
her future husband, Raymond Tyrus Buffington, who, according to her, was very
mischievous. They were married in Jasper, Georgia on August 21, 1943. After moving to
Gainesville in 1954, Marie went to work for Main Street School where she worked in the
lunchroom for 25 years, serving the best school food in Gainesville. She was a faithful
member of Central Baptist Church where she kept nursery, taught Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School, and helped prepare Wednesday night suppers.
Three words that sum up Marie’s life are Faith, Family and Food. Known as Marie, Mama,
or Granny to friends and family (Willie to her doctors), she spent many happy hours in her
kitchen running a near-industrial operation, baking millions of scrumptious cheese straws
and sugar cookies for friends and family. Her cookies have been all over the world on
mission trips through the church. The cookie-lady will be greatly missed. Marie loved her
grandchildren, and they always looked forward to spending extended time at her house as
they grew up. A particular joy was the arrival of great-grandchildren. All her children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren gathered for her 90th birthday. This past year she
learned to use FaceTime on her iPad to keep up with them all from a distance.
In addition to all her siblings, Marie is preceded in death by her husband of 63 years,
Raymond Tyrus ‘Spider’ Buffington, funeral director of Ward’s Funeral Home, and a son,
James Everett Buffington.
She is survived by four children: Ray (Linda) Buffington of Swedesboro, NJ; Charles
(Donna) Buffington of Athens, GA; Kerry Buffington of Gainesville; and Susan (Morris)
Galloway of Clinton, SC. Also surviving are daughter-in-law, Jeanne Buffington of
Gainesville, nine grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren as well as several nieces and
nephews around the country.

A memorial service & time of sharing will be held 1:00 p.m. Saturday August 21, 2021 at
Central Baptist Church, Gainesville. Please wear a mask for everyone's safety. The family
will greet guest after the service at the church.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at http://www.wardsfh.com. Memorials may
be made to Central Baptist Church, 758 Main St., Gainesville, GA 30501. Ward’s Funeral
Home is honored to serve the family of Willie Marie Buffington.
The family would like to express our gratitude for the care given to our mother by the work
ers at Smoky Springs, Loving Hearts, EMS, and the ER doctors and nurses at NGMC.
Ward’s Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Gainesville. “A Family Funeral Home”
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Ward's Funeral Home - January 25 at 04:28 PM

“

I will never forget the delicious school meals at Fair Street School prepared under the
guidance of Marie Buffington. Her talents were known throughout the community and
businessmen would gather regularly to eat in the school cafeteria. She was a
remarkable person. My condolences to her family.
Anne Begnaud

Anne Begnaud - August 27 at 02:03 AM

“

Marie was a sweet lady and a blessing.
Fond memories of her.
J. Steven Brown

J . Steven Brown - August 21 at 11:56 AM

“

Marie Buffington was a great lady. As mother to Ray and Charles, two great church
friends, during my growing up years at Central Baptist she was known a a fine cook
and Christian lady. She left a great legacy.

Stan Pethel - August 17 at 11:28 PM

“

Missing Marie so much. She was precious to me in many ways. She was a dear
friend to my parents, Buck & Vernise Allison. When Jim & I moved to Gainesville and
returned to Central, she became a beloved friend to us as well. She gave me great
comfort when both my parents and Jim passed away. Marie and I found a new
special connection when we discovered that she was a first cousin to one of my
closest friends in Smyrna; I enjoyed having her go with me to visit those friends in
Smyrna - and they were delighted to reconnect with her after so many years.
I'm sure that Marie's beloved Spider, her family and multitude of friends had a huge
celebration the day Marie went home. Keeping the Buffington family in my prayers.
Margie Webb

Margie Webb - August 17 at 08:51 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

beverly brookshire - January 23 at 05:34 PM

“

Ray, Charlie, Susan & Kerry thinking about you today. I loved your Mom so much
and will miss knowing she is on this earth. Aunt Marie was one of my favorite Aunts.
Love all of you.

Mary Evelyn Weaver Rush - January 23 at 03:34 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

beverly brookshire - January 22 at 11:41 AM

“

Charlie and family, I loved your mother and am so grateful that I got to see her some
throughout the years when I took my mom or dad back to Central Baptist!!! She was
a wonderful person!!! I am thinking of you during this difficult time!!! I am so thankful
that I got to see you and Donna at the Gainesville High 50th reunion!!!

Debbie Drake - January 15 at 07:40 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Willie Marie
Buffington.

January 13 at 06:51 PM

“

Marie was a very special friend to my Mother for years. There wasn't a kinder
sweeter person. She will be so missed.

Andrea Gilbert - January 09 at 01:16 PM

“

I just want Marie's family to know she was one wonderful woman. She was loved dearly by
our family and many others. We are sorry for your loss.
Dottie Watson - January 15 at 10:04 PM

“

Marie was one of my dearest friends. I will miss her terribly. Friendship is forever.
Mary Allison

Mary Allison - January 09 at 01:05 PM

“

To her children and grands, We truly loved Marie. She was a very positive and
uplifting lady with a great sense of humor. She loved her Lord and it was easy for
others to see Jesus in her. We will miss her very much and I know each of you will
grieve this loss even more than you can now realize. May Gods bless you with His
amazing grace.
Tony, Micki, and Peyton Walker

Tony and Micki Walker - January 08 at 02:04 PM

“

Susan, Kerry, Charles and Ray, we want to let you know we will miss your mother
greatly. She meant so much to us over the years and to our children - especially to
Rob. She was admired by so many of us. Love you all.

Sue Gittens - January 08 at 08:11 AM

“

My heart is so sad. Marie treated me as she would her own children. I was a very
young green bride whose in- laws lived next door to her & Spider, Susan and Kerry.
When I needed a friend Marie was there. She gave my son his first bath. I
reconnected with her in the last few years and she was just the same as when I first
met her. Such a wonderful Christian woman who lived her faith every day of her life.
My thoughts, prayers and love are with you all.
Jeanette Kesler

Jeanette W. Kesler - January 07 at 06:05 PM

“

Marie was one of my sweet customers in the beauty salon at Smoky Springs
Retirement Home. I grew up at Central Baptist and have enjoyed getting
reacquainted with Marie after all these years. She will be greatly missed.
Jenny Childers

Jenny Childers - January 07 at 05:52 PM

“

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. We'll meet again.

Don & Martha Elrod - January 07 at 03:32 PM

“

Oh my Lord! I have just learned that precious Marie has passed away. I spent many hours
in her kitchen watching her make the most incredible cakes & cookies.
We shared so many fun memories of the 25 years she and my mother Dot Williams worked
together. They were indeed best friends & shared lots of secrets as BFF do. I totally
loved Marie beyond words. I am sure she now is with her Heavenly Father. Oh but so
missed on earth. So Sad
Sheila Nix - January 08 at 09:05 PM

“

Love and Sympathy to all of the Buffington family. Growing up together in the Central
Baptist Church family, we will rejoice in Heaven one day all together again! “Well done,
good and faithful servant, Marie”
Ms. Jackie Nicholson - January 09 at 06:05 PM

“

Such a sweet and wonderful lady. Prayers for comfort and peace for her family.
Debbie - January 09 at 07:06 PM

